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NOTED FEM INIST PHILOSOPHER TO SPEAK IN LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA—
“Irrationalism and Feminist Philosophy” will be the subject of a lecture given by a
visiting professor of philosophy at The University of Montana-Missoula.
Val Plumwood, noted feminist philosopher and author, will present the Fifth annual
Maxine Van de Wetering “American Women Making History” lecture on Thursday, March 5.
The lecture begins at 7:30 p.m. in Urey Lecture Hall and is free to the public. A reception
will follow.
During the lecture, Plumwood will tackle debates taking place about and within the
field of feminist philosophy. One accusation she will address is that feminist philosophy is
irrational, a claim she says is misleading.
“I think it’s important for people to understand it is an inaccurate accusation made
against a very important and still-developing area,” she said.
Plumwood will argue that feminists are making important contributions to the field of
philosophy and society as a whole.
“W e’ve had two and a half thousand years of philosophy in the West in which only men
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have spoken," she said. “Now for the first time, women are beginning to make themselves
heard in philosophy. It’s an intellectual event of great importance.”
Plumwood also will discuss internal debates within feminism, including whether
rationality is gender-neutral and whether it is possible to formulate a concept of reason that is
not allied to power.
“It sounds like a rather abstract issue, but actually it’s something that affects us all very
closely," she said. “Our lives are governed by various forms of rationality ... and the way we
understand those forms of rationality has an enormous effect on the way we organize our lives
and our societies.”
A related issue is the current “crisis of reason," Plumwood said, which manifests itself
in many areas, such as environmental degradation.
“The ecological crisis can be linked to feminist claims that reason has denied and
disvalued its material base,” she said. “This gives rise to a culture that denies and devalues
nature.”
Plumwood, who traveled from her native Australia to spend spring semester teaching at
UM, has held academic posts at many educational institutions. These include Murdoch
University and the University of Tasmania, both in Australia, the State University of North
Carolina at Raleigh and the University of Frankfurt in Germany. She holds an Australian
Research Fellowship at the University of Sydney.
After leaving Montana next August, Plumwood will travel to Finland and the United
Kingdom for conferences and then return to Canada for a Hooker Distinguished Visiting
Professorship at McMaster University.

Plum2.rl - 3
She received a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from the University of Sydney with first
class honors in philosophy in 1965, a master’s degree from the University of New England in
philosophy and a doctorate from the Australian National University in human sciences and
philosophy in 1991.
Plumwood’s doctoral thesis was “Women of the Mysterious Forest: Women, Nature,
and Philosophy, an Exploration of Self and Gender in Relation to Traditional Dualisms in
Western Culture.”
She is the author of “Feminism and the Mastery of Nature” (1993), “Relevant Logics
and Their Rivals” (1982), and “The Fight for the Forests” (1975). She also has two upcoming
books: “The Reckoning of Reason” and “The Eye of the Crocodile.”
Previous speakers in the Maxine Van de Wetering “American Women Making History”
lecture series have included Carroll Smith-Rosenberg, professor of humanities and history at
the University of Pennsylvania; Gloria Steinem, feminist author and co-founder of the National
Women’s Political Caucus; Alison Jaggar, professor of philosophy and women’s studies at the
University of Colorado at Boulder; and Carol Delaney, professor of anthropology at Stanford
University.
The series is presented by the UM Women’s Studies Program.
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